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Liberals with thirty more seats, or that in 1926 the Chapter
Liberals in Manitoba with 38,000 yotes as against    __1
83,000 captured seven seats to none. Nevertheless it is
argued successfully against proposals to adopt pro-
portional representation that it would be impossible
to expand the western constituencies to the necessary
extent to suit the system without making them utterly
unwieldy, and it is feared that the new system, would
bring into existence groups which would render the
task of administration even more difficult than it
necessarily must be in a federation. Mr. Mackenzie
King has championed the alternative vote, but in vain.
Manitoba has, however, proportional representation
for Winnipeg as a ten-member constituency, and
Alberta has the system for two six-member constitu-
encies with the preferential transferable vote for the
rest. Newfoundland naturally is old-fashioned.
In Australia preferential voting in single-member
constituencies has been adopted by the Common-
wealth, by New South Wales, which has given up
proportional representation, Victoria, Queensland, and
Western Australia. The system of the Commonwealth
is to compel the voter to mark his preferences; if no
person has an absolute majority, the candidate lowest
in the list is discarded and his second preferences
distributed, and so on until one candidate has the
absolute majority. It is not a satisfactory system, and
Tasmania since 1909 has been faithful to proportional
representation proper with six five-member constitu-
encies. The system works out with admirable mathe-
matical accuracy and is popular. If it makes weak
governments, that is inevitable, because the State is
more or less equally divided in political views between